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SUBJECT: CONSULTATIONS WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS CONCERNING 
EVENTS IN BOLIVIA 

1 . AS PART OF ASSESSMENT OF BOLIVIAN SITUATION DEPARTMENT 
WOULD APPRECIATE ADDRESSEES CONFERRING WITH HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS AT HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL TO ASCERTAIN THEIR 
VIEWS AND REACTIONS TO GENERAL JUAN PEREDA'S ASSUMPTION OF 
POWER IN BOLIVIA. OPPORTUNITY SHOULD ALSO BE USED TO PRE- 
SENT USG POSITION. 

2. THE BOLIVIAN SITUATION HAS DEVELOPED AS FOLLOWS: IN 
THE EARLY MORNING HOURS OF JULY 21, IN THE WAKE OF 
ANNULMENT OF FRAUD-RIDDEN JULY 9 ELECTION IN WHICH PEREDA 
FORCES CLAIMED AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY.MILITARY UNITS IN 
CITY OF SANTA CRUZ INITIATED AN UPRISING AND DEMANDED 
PEREDA BE PROCLAIMED PRESIDENT. DESPITE EFFORTS BY 
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BANZER GOVERNMENT TO STOP IT, THE LARGELY NON VIOLENT UP- 
RISING GAINED MILITARY AND CIVILIAN ADHERENTS THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. BY AFTERNOON IT BECAME CLEAR THAT PRO-PEREDA 
FORCES HAD UPPER HAND AND IN THE EVENING BANZER RESIGNED 
LEAVING BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT IN HANDS OF THREE SERVICE COM- 
MANDERS. AFTER RULLING FOR ONE HOUR, JUNTA PASSED CONTROL 
TO PEREDA WHO WAS IMMEDIATELY SWORN IN AS PRESIDENT. 
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3. IN DISCUSSING SITUATION WITH HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS USG CONCERN OVER THIS TURN OF EVENTS SHOULD 
BE STRESSED. EMBASSY SHOULD MAKE CLEAR OUR DEEP REGRET 
OVER THE DISRUPTION OF THE ELECTORAL COURSE AND 
DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL PROCESS AND EXPRESS OUR HOPE THAT IT 
WILL BE TEMPORARY IN NATURE. WHILE WE DO NOT WANT TO 
LEGITIMIZE THE INTERRUPTION OF THE DEMOCRATIZATION PROCESS 
OR PEREDA'S ASSUMPTION OF THE PRESIDENCY. WE ALSO DO NOT 
WANT TO TAKE A STRIDENT POSITION THAT WOULD HARDEN PEREDA'S 
POSITION AGAINST RENEWING THE TRANSITION TO DEMOCRATIC 
RULE THROUGH UNFETTERED ELECTIONS. WE PLAN TO TAILOR 

OUR IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TO ENCOURAGE THE PRESERVATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS IN BOLIVIA AND THE REINITIATION OF 
THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. DEPARTMENT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING OF HOST GOVERNMENTS’ PLANNED ACTION OR STATEMENTS. 

4. RESPONSES TO PRESS QUESTIONS OVER THE WEEKEND WILL 
FOLLOW LINE IN FOLLOWING Q AND A PREPARED FOR THE 
SECRETARY'S APPEARANCE ON "ISSUES AND ANSWERS". 

Q: WHAT IS THE UNITED STATES ATTITUDE TOWARD EVENTS 
IN BOLIVIA? 

A: WE REGRET THAT THE EVENTS IN BOLIVIA SEEM TO HAVE INTER- 
RUPTED THE ELECTORAL COURSE AND DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL 
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PROCESS IN THAT COUNTRY WHICH HAD BEEN SET IN TRAIN. 
HOPEFULLY THIS INTERRUPTION IS TEMPORARY AND THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT WILL RENEW THIS PROCESS AND ELECTORAL 
PROCEDURES THAT WILL PERMIT THE BOLIVIAN PEOPLE TO 
FULFILL THEIR LEGITIMATE DEMOCRATIC ASPIRATIONS. 

Q: HAVE YOU RECOGNIZED THE NEW GOVERNMENT? 

A: WE DO NOT HAVE ALL THE FACTS AND ARE STUDYING THE 
MATTER. IT IS NOT CLEAR THAT THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION 
IS EVEN AT ISSUE. VANCE 
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